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by Dennis Harness, Ph.D. 


15 - Swati (6 40' to 20 00' Libra) 


The fifteenth nakshatra is called Swati, which resides entirely with the sign of Libra, the 
scales. It is primarily located near the golden star Arcturus, the brightest single star in 
the constellation Bootis. Swati means "the sword" and reflects a strong desire for 
independence. A sweet spoken, virtuous and compassionate nature is cultivated here. 
Called the "self-going" star, it is pictured as a young single shoot blown by the wind. 
Swati people have an ability to "bend with the wind" in order to survive the forces of 
change which they may encounter. 


The deity that rules Swati is Vayu, the demigod of wind, air, breath, and prana. Vayu is 
the purifier and cleanser that represents the movement of pranayama that pervades 
the universe and sustains life. It gives the power to scatter like the wind (pradhvamsa 
shakti).1 A restless and adventurous nature can result. Swati is ruled by Rahu, an airy 
planet, and is located in the air sign of Libra. Saturn, a vata planet, is exalted here. 
Swati reflects disciplined energy and the powers of communication to influence others. 
The great talk show host Johnny Carson has his Sun, Mercury and Lagna in Swati. These 
people are often business oriented and clever in trade and commerce. 


Swati people are very eager to learn and can show intense passion toward life. This 
asterism's symbol is coral, which has strong intuitive and psychic properties. Swati also 
translates as "the priest" and its natives are usually learned in theology. They are often 
modest, compassionate, virtuous and communicate with sweetness. Swati's nature is 
quite self-controlled and emphasizes the principles of dharma or right action. Swati 
people are usually generous and charitable to people doing religious work. Swati is a 
Deva nakshatra with the animal symbol being a male buffalo. In addition, a female 
deity that is also associated with this asterism is Saraswati, the goddess of learning. 


The shadow side of Swati is self-centeredness with the primary objective being 
personal gain. A divine discontent and restless spirit may be experienced. Swati causes 
things to move and scatter. This can be destructive energy unless the individual learns 
how to use his or her power to remove negativity in a constructive way. Thus, Swati 
people may exhibit both healing as well as destructive tendencies. They are very 
sensitive souls and need solitude to balance their vata nature. 


Ultimately, the lesson is to overcome one's sensory and material attachments. Swati's 


primary motivation is artha or material prosperity. Rahu, the ruling planet, can create 
a strong desire for financial success and lust for life. After these natives have found 
success in the world, then their spiritual journey can truly begin. 


1 Frawley, David. Shaktis of the Nakshatras. 1998.2 Kinsley, David. Hindu Goddesses. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1988. 


Swati at a Glance 


6 40' - 20 00' Libra 
Range: Rahu 
Ruling Planet: Deva (god-like) 
Nature: Artha (material prosperity) 
Primary Motivation: yale Buffalo 
Animal Symbol: North 


Direction: 
Sounds: Ru Ray Raa Tha 


Qualities: Tamas/Tamas/Sattwa 
Deity: Vayu, the demigod of wind, 


Saraswati 
Swati on the Ascendant Famous People 
Kind, happy, humorous Johnny Carson, Charlie Chaplin, Groucho Marx 
Dresses simply, religious Mahatma Gandhi 


Interest in psychology, medicine Sigmund Freud, Alfred Adler 


Political nature Gloria Steinem 
Lives away from birthplace Oliver Stone, William Levacy 
Moon in Swati Famous People 


Righteous, compassionate, truthful Sri Meher Baba 


Fame, clever speech, generous 


nature Charlie Chaplin 


Adamant, hot-tempered, Harry Truman, George Harrison 
independent 


Trouble with marriage, traveller James Dean, Hank Aaron 


Wealth, greater advancement Nelson Rockefeller 
after 30 


Humanitarian concern, charitable Edith Hathaway, Whoopi Goldberg 


Sun in Swati Famous People 
Self-employed, business skill, Bill Gates 
logical 


Good social status, authority figure Johnny Carson 


Troubles with government, Hilary Clinton 
fall from grace Larry Flint 


Always looking for future success Robert Duvall, Kevin Kline 


Difficulties with father Roseanne, Richard Dreyfus 
Swati Career Interests Health Issues 

Business skill, sales Hernia 

Yoga teachers, priests Eczema, skin problems 
Legal profession, judges Urinary, bladder 
Transportation, travel industry Kidneys 

Stock brokers Flatulence 


Traders in drugs and alcohol Intestinal problems 


16 - Vishakha (20 00' Libra to 3 20' Scorpio) 


The sixteenth lunar mansion is named Vishakha, the "star of purpose." It resides 
primarily in the constellation of Libra and consists of four stars forming the scales while 
extending toward the sign of the Scorpion. This nakshatra is thus called "the forked" or 
"two branched." Vishakha is sometimes represented by an image of a large tree with 
spreading branches providing protection for others. It also suggests one who slowly 
grows in influence and can produce great fruit as one ripens with age. It is also known 
as Radha, "the delightful" or "success." Devotees of Krishna may reside here. The other 
symbols for Vishakha are an archway or triumphal gateway decorated with leaves and 
a potter's wheel. 


The deities are Indra, the God of transformation and Agni, the God of fire. Combined 
they reflect the energy, strength, and potential power of this asterism. Jupiter is the 
ruling planet of Vishakha which gives enthusiasm, faith, optimism and hope for the 
future. It provides the power to achieve many and various fruits in life (vyapani 
shakti).1 Vishakha is reflected through plowing, cultivation and finally obtaining the 
fruit of the harvest. It helps the individual attain his or her goals abundantly through 
the passage of time, like a farmer plowing his field. Another image for Vishakha is a 
potter sitting patiently at the potter's wheel creating his art. This lunar mansion can 
give an individual the patience, persistence and determination to accomplish any task. 
Its natives are courageous souls who experience success in the second half of life. 


The shadow side can be an aggressive, dictatorial nature. These people can win the 
battle, but lose the war by pushing their agendas too strongly. A quarrelsome 
personality may be present here. There can be issues with suppressed anger and 
frustration. They may try to fulfill too many ambitions. Vishakha people can be envious 
or covetous of the success of others. They may lack a strong social network of friends 
and feel isolated and alone against the world. Bitterness and resentment may result. 
The Moon is debilitated in the last segment or pada (35 20') of this lunar mansion. 
Vishakha has a rakshasa temperament and a strong sexual appetite. Problems due to 
romantic affairs and infidelity can occur. Issues of betrayal and disappointment can 
occur in early marriage. This reflects the story of Radha's love affair with Krishna. 
Although Radha's love affair may be morally questioned, it is also characterized by 
prema (selfless love for the beloved);2 and selfless love is what Krishna truly desired. 
Success in relationships can be experienced later in life. Vishakha does not give 
immediate results, but profits and gains over time. 


Vishakha at a Glance 
Range: 20 00' Libra - 3 20' Scorpio 
Symbols: Archway, potter's wheel 


Ruling Planet: Jupiter 


Nature: Rakshasa (demon) 


Primary Motivation: Dharma (right activity) 


Animal Symbol: Male Tiger 


Direction: East 


Sounds: Thee Thoo They Tho 


Qualities: Tamas/Sattwa/Rajas 


Deities: Indra, Agni 


Vishakha on the Ascendant Famous People 
Aggressive, impatient, easily Napoleon Bonaparte 
angered 


Wise, devoted to forms of worship David Frawley 


Wealthy, politically inclined Clint Eastwood, Margaret Thatcher 


Astrological knowledge, mystical Jeffrey Green, Nick Campion 


Moon in Vishakha Famous People 


Intelligence of the highest order Swami Muktananda, 


Treats all religions as one, truthful Buddha, Uri Geller 


Speaks convincingly, writer Robert Hand, Jimmy Carter 
Bright appearance, attracts a Warren Beatty 
crowd 


Leadership, lives away from family Alexander the Great 


Politically inclined, humanitarian Mario Cuomo 


Sun in Vishakha Famous People 


Self-centered nature, ambitious Demi Moore, Tonya Harding 


Introverted, secretive nature Prince Charles, Joni Mitchell 
Troubles with authority figures, Whoopi Goldberg 

father 

Research oriented, scientific Carl Sagan, Michel Gauquelin 


Restless nature, alcohol problems Richard Burton, Charles Manson 


Vishakha Career Interests Health Issues 
Researchers, scientists Breasts 

Military leaders Arms 

Writers, public speakers Reproductive problems 
Politicians, lawyers Stomach 


Dennis M. Harness, Ph.D. is a professional astrologer who holds a doctorate degree in Counseling 
Psychology. He has studied both Eastern and Western techniques of astrology for more than 20 years. 
He is the Director of the Institute of Vedic Astrology in Sedona, Arizona, and Vice-President of the 
American Council of Vedic Astrology. He can be reached at P.O. Box 2149, Sedona, AZ 86339, 520/282- 
6595, dmharness@aol.com. Dr. Harness' much anticipated book on the nakshatras will be available 
soon. 
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